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LILIES FARMHOUSE 
COMPLETED

As pictured above, read 
about the sensitive 
renovation of this Grade II 
listed farmhouse and former 
garage into a stunning 
4 bedroom character 
home with period features 
exposed (p.2)

WINTERBOURNE 
BARN OPENING

After a delayed start to 
programmed activities due 
to Covid, this medieval 
barn is open to the public 
and the WWA team are 
proud to see the community 
reconnecting with the 
building so fondly (p.6)

OUR PASSIVHAUS 
XMAS GIFT...

Hurry Hurry! Free design 
consultations for anyone 
considering designing a low 
energy home - our certified 
Passivhaus designer is keen 
to meet you - further details 
overleaf (p.3)

https://wwa-studios.com/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/wwa-studios
https://www.instagram.com/wwa_studios/
https://twitter.com/WWA_studios


WWA has recently 
completed renovation and 
alteration works at Lilies 
Farmhouse, the latest 
project to be undertaken 
by the practice at The Lilies 
Estate in Buckinghamshire. 

The Estate and Gardens 
were designed by Victorian 
architect George Devey and 
the former farmhouse is one 
of several separate Grade 
II listed buildings within the 
Estate grounds.  

Working alongside 
Interior Designer Charles 
Bateson, WWA secured 
listed building consent for 
the complete renovation 
of the property to form a 
comfortable four bedroom 
home which is soon to be 
occupied by the Estate’s 
Head Gardener and family. 
 
WWA’s expertise working 
with historic structures has 
been key to the success of 
the project by ensuring that 
the works to address damp 
issues and improve energy 
performance have been 
carefully specified to allow 
the original building fabric 
to continue to ‘breathe’ 
and the distinctive external 
decorative pattern render 
that characterises the 
property to be retained and 
restored.  

Internally the house 
has been reordered to 
improve circulation and 
the flow of the layout, all 
made possible by the 
conversion of the former 
attached garage range into 
a fabulous modern kitchen 
/ dining space with direct 
access into the large private 
garden.  

The works were undertaken 
by contractors N. Gray and 
Sons Ltd to the highest 
standard.  

Architect Matthew Hinkins 
who worked on the project 
throughout the design 
and delivery phase said 
‘the axial views along 
the ground floor corridor 
beautifully frame the view 
of the open plan living 
space with the glowing 
woodburner at the heart’.

Stephen Simkins, an 
Architect with many year’s 
experience in conservation 
and heritage projects 
brought his experience 
to bear on this project, 
ensuring that the period 
features were sensitively 
repaired and exposed to 
maintain the charm of the 
building’s interior. 

On 9th November 2021 
the Environment Act 
received royal assent. This 
major legislation will have 
a fundamental effect on 
how biodiversity is viewed 
through the planning 
process. 

In our July 2021 News + 
Insight we provided an 
overview of the provisions 
in the Act relating to 
Biodiversity Net Gain in 
new development.  

These provisions are yet to 
be implemented through 
Regulations and their 
drafting will be key to the 
implementation of the Act’s 
provisions. However, many 
local planning authorities 
are already demanding 
evidence of Biodiversity 
Net Gain at planning 
application stage.

It is already clear that it 
may not be possible for 
developers to deliver the 
minimum 10% quantitative 
Biodiversity Net Gain on 
some sites, particularly 
those already high in 
diversity.  As a result there 
is likely be a strong demand 
for off-site provision via 
biodiversity credits.  

This presents an 
opportunity for landowners 
who currently have any 
areas of low biodiversity 
interest, such as poor 
quality arable land, to 
propose it instead for 
habitat creation.  

Credits would then be 
purchased by developers 
who need off-site habitat 
creation to achieve their 
Biodiversity Net Gain.  
The landowner would, 

however, need to be 
prepared to make a 
commitment for the land to 
be managed for biodiversity 
for a minimum of 30 years 
through a Conservation 
Covenant. 

For further details contact 
the planning team at WWA 

including Steve Pickles, our 
extremely knowledgeable 
policy planner who 
has been pushing the 
biodiversity and ecological 
agenda at WWA over 
his long career with the 
practice. 

We are getting in the 
Christmas spirit early and 
offering free Passive House 
Design Consultancy!  

We are providing a one-off 
opportunity to reduce your 
energy bills and create 
a design which can be 
certified to achieve great 
thermal comfort and indoor 
air quality. 

This offer is made to 
anyone looking for WWA to 
provide a full architectural 

service on their new build 
project and is based on a 
first come first served basis. 

Do get in touch if you are 
interested in finding out 
more details, and be quick!

Our certified Passivhaus 
Designer Ewan Green is 
eager to meet with people 
passionate about energy 
conservation and the need 
to respond to the climate 
emergency.

T HE EN V IRONMEN T AC T  
GA INS ROYA L ASSEN T

OUR PASSI V H AUS X M AS GIF T. . . 
FREE  DESIGN CONSULTAT IONS!

L IL IES 
FARMHOUSE
A complete renovation of a Grade II Iisted building and former 
garage building in Weedon, Bucks, to form a stunning 4 
bedroom home complete with modern comforts...
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Lilies Farm House, Weedon, Bucks

Environment Act 2021



GAR AGE SITE 
DE VELOPMENTS

WWA have been working 
on a number of garage 
developments over 
the past few years with 
over 80 sites at various 
stages with completed 
schemes, multiple planning 
applications and further 
applications in the pipeline. 
After a number of years 
working on these projects 
we thought it was a 
good time to take stock 
and assess the benefits 
of redeveloping these 
brownfield sites.

The main attraction of 
developing these sites is 
they provide much needed 
additional housing in 
existing residential areas. 

This reduces the pressure 
on local green belt loss and 
although the individual sites 
are not always particularly 
large developments, they 
can make a substantial 
contribution to local 
housing numbers when 
taken en masse.

Many of the sites we deal 
with have problems with 
anti-social behaviour, fly 
tipping and are health and 
safety hazards. Through 
providing high quality 
housing in these locations 
natural surveillance is 
improved tenfold and the 
areas are revitalised as a 
result. Clever design is key 
in order to create layouts 

which do not impact on the 
privacy of the neighbouring 
properties which are often 
in close proximity. There 
is also the challenge 
of narrow access for 
construction and servicing 
which can be overcome by 
ensuring the urban realm is 
designed appropriately and 
the design is undertaken 
collaboratively with 
transport consultants and 
planners.

Overall the development 
of these garage sites has 
provided a solution to 
many social problems and 
contributed to local housing 
numbers with many being 
affordable provision.

PROGRESS  
MEWS

 » 3 unit residential 
scheme for  
affordable rent 

 » Located in a 
Conservation Area 

 » Designed to London 
Design Guide 
standards and HCA 
Housing Quality 
Indicators 

 » For The Kingston 
Churches Housing 
Association

WWA’s Design Director 
Mark Slater was part of an 
expert panel presenting at 
the Housing LIN’s HAPPI 
Hour event Passivhaus for 
Active Ageing. 

The Housing Learning and 
Improvement Network (LIN) 
is a sophisticated network 
bringing together housing, 
health and social care 
professionals in England, 
Wales, and Scotland to 
exemplify innovative 
housing solutions for an 
ageing population.

Mark’s presentation 
focused on ‘Design for 
Future Sustainability’ with 
a particular look at how the 
Built Environment can cut 
its carbon footprint which 

currently contributes 42% 
to the UK’s overall carbon 
footprint.

The presentation 
highlighted the need to 
deliver a holistic approach 
to future development 
and provided an overview 
of how Passive House 
design can help to deliver 
the government’s net zero 
targets.
 
Mark also contributed to 
the Housing LIN blog - to 
read more click here.

WWA are supporting the 
Housing LIN web article 
titled: Sight Loss, Home 
and the Built Environment 
which you can read about 
here.

A new doctors surgery 
at Long Hanborough 
designed by the Practice 
was officially opened 
recently by Witney and 
West Oxfordshire MP 
Robert Court.  

Our design concept 
centred on three clusters 
of accommodation set 
beneath a butterfly roof 
including a retail pharmacy, 
a central two storey zone 
of treatment rooms with 
staff accommodation above 
and a unique layout of six 
consulting rooms set at a 

50 degree angle to the rest 
of the building.

Long Hanborough Surgery 
is one of a number of 
primary care medical 
facilities designed by the 
Practice. 

It was delivered via a S106 
Agreement associated 
with a adjacent new 
housing development of 
169 dwellings for which the 
Practice secured planning 
permission via appeal in 
2016.

HOUSING L IN 
H A PPI  HOUR 
PRESEN TAT ION 
-  M A RK SL AT ER

LONG 
H A NBOROUGH 
DOC TORS 
SURGERY
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Long Hanborough Doctors Surgery Plan (above)

A strategic approach to maximising land potential across 
Elmbridge on behalf of Paragon Asra Housing

https://www.housinglin.org.uk/blogs/Getting-on-site-Taking-a-macro-and-micro-approach/
https://www.housinglin.org.uk/Topics/browse/sight-loss-home-the-built-environment/


WINTERBOURNE 
MEDIE VAL BARNS 

building and conservation 
works on site, which has  
successfully secured the 
future of the barn and 
the wider site for future 
generations. 

The completed project 
revitalises the site as a local 
heritage centre and venue 
for weddings, music and 
theatre performances, a 
wide range of educational 
and family activities, and 
craft workshops for local 
artists and businesses.

Particular skill is needed 
to balance the often 
conflicting demands 
between increasing 
commercial activity at a 
historic site such as this 
whilst at the same time 
ensuring that the special 
characteristics that makes 
the site so significant 

are not harmed by the 
intensification of use.  WWA 
Studios understand 
these issues and the 
Winterbourne Barn scheme 
is the latest project to be 
successfully delivered 
by our team of specialist 
architects and planners, 
further enhancing our 
reputation in the heritage 
sector.   
 
Working with Somerset 
contractor, Corbel 
Conservation, WWA Studios 
delivered this £1.7m project 
on time and on budget; a 
significant achievement 
given the complexities of 
the scheme.
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T HE GR A ND RE-OPENING

The team in Oxford (above) and Abingdon (below) Two Bridges, Feltham, West London

WWA are delighted that our 
regeneration project for 
Stroud District Council in 
Dursley has recently gained 
full planning consent. 

The scheme has been 
carefully designed to make 
the best use of previously 
developed land with a 
particular emphasis on 
low energy design and 
low embodied carbon in 
construction. All dwellings 
benefit from solar PV 
panels and heating is by 
way of air source heat 
pumps. 

We look forward to  
progressing this scheme 
through the detailed 
technical design stages. 
In the meantime and as a 
result of being appointed as 
Framework consultants for 
Stroud, WWA are working 
on a number of other similar 
schemes for the local 
authority. 

For further information 
on this and other similar 
housing developments in 
the practice contact our 
Director of Urban Design, 
Johnathan Headland.

Great to see Two Bridges 
nearly complete. The 
project will provide 28 new 
homes, a mix of purpose-
built supported housing, 
shared ownership and 
build-to-rent units. 

This is the latest 
development by Kindred 
Homes, a joint venture 
between EcoWorld London 
and Lampton 360, a 
wholly owned subsidiary 

of London Borough of 
Hounslow. 

The building is in a great 
location just 18 minutes’ 
walk from Hatton Cross 
Piccadilly Line Station and 
will provide much-needed 
homes to the area, in 
particular introducing all-
important affordable and 
supported homes to the 
segment of the community 
most in need.

GLOUCES T ER-
SHIRE HOUSING 
A PPROV ED 

T WO BRIDGES
NE A RING 
COMPLE T ION
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WWA Studios recently 
attended the official 
opening of this recently 
restored heritage site 
funded by the National 
Lottery Heritage Fund and 
South Gloucestershire 
Council.  

Working with the 
Winterbourne Medieval 
Barn Trust and South 
Gloucestershire Council, 
WWA led the transformation 
of the site and buildings 
into a heritage centre 
for the local community. 
Winterbourne Medieval 

Barn is a building of 
national importance dating 
from 1342 and is Grade 
II* listed. The barn is an 
outstanding example of a 
raised-cruck construction, 
one of the largest and 
earliest of its kind, and is 
unique in being one of 
the few buildings of the 
medieval agrarian economy 
still surviving in England.

The Practice was 
appointed as architects 
and lead consultants for 
the design, specification 
and administration of the 



A BOU T
WWA is a an innovative multi-disciplinary practice 
of Architects, Urban Designers and Town Planners 
with a rich pedigree of successful projects delivered 
over our 136 year history. We offer outstanding client 
focussed services embracing the natural crossover 
between built environment disciplines and we 
consistently deliver high quality projects on time and 
on budget. Our team of town planners offer added 
value to clients with an exceptional success rate in 
achieving planning consent.
 
Please contact one of the Directors for a no 
obligation discussion about how we might assist you 
with your planning or development project.

UP + COMING
 » This year, WWA will be continuing the tradition of 
entertaining our clients at Exeter College for an 
evening of Xmas Carols, food and festive drinks! 

HO W T O F IGH T  
PL A NNING DEL AY S

Many local planning authorities are struggling to 
deliver a quality service in part due to continuing 
Covid restrictions and also as a result of historic 
under resourcing of planning departments. A recent 
survey of RIBA Chartered Practices reported 10% of 
projects were being shelved because of a lack of 
decision making by planning departments. 
Applicants whose schemes have been in the system 
for 6 months or more are automatically entitled to a 
full refund of the planning fee, provided they have 
not formally agreed  an extension of time. We have 
recently recovered many thousands of pounds in 
fees for our clients where Councils have failed to 
deliver a timely service. Perhaps if more applicants 
claimed a refund the worst performing LPA’s might 
improve their performance.
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CHECK OU T  
OUR W EB SI T E
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