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STOLL MANSIONS 
REDE VELOPMENT

WWA have been appointed by the 

Stoll Foundation to advise upon the 

redevelopment and disposal of Stoll 

Mansions, a strategic 1.75 acre site 

located between Fulham Broadway 

and Stamford Bridge – home of Premier 

League Chelsea FC. 

The development brief provides 

the basis for a coordinated and 

comprehensive approach to future 

development that can achieve greater 

economic, social and environmental 

value in the area. In addition to a 

high-quality design strategy, the site 

is expected to be highly sustainable 

including minimising the use of natural 

resources, integration of renewable 

energy, sustainable transport measures 

and ecology. Located immediately next 

to Fulham Broadway tube station the 

site has an exceptionally high public 

transport accessibility rating (PTAL).

The existing buildings at Stoll Mansions 

have reached the end of their lifespan 

and comprehensive redevelopment is 

proposed. Stoll’s mission is to provide 

housing and support for those who 

have served in the Armed Forces and 

who are disabled, vulnerable or infirm. 

Originally founded early in the 20th 

century, demand for Veterans housing 

is no longer focussed in London and 

as a charity Stoll is obliged to deliver 

its objectives to those most in need. 

Accordingly, the Charity plans to retain 

the original listed frontage building 

facing the Fulham Road and downsize 

its provision at Stoll Mansions, disposing 

of the majority of the site to enable 

investment in new facilities and Veterans 

support outside of central London. 

The proposed redevelopment will 

provide replacement Veterans 

accommodation plus affordable and 

open market housing at a significantly 

higher density than the existing low rise 

scheme. 
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In order for the Stoll Foundation to deliver on their wish to supply quality 
housing and support to the Veterans’ community, the Fulham site will be 
redeveloped to thrive sustainably for years to come.

For further information contact 

philip.waddy@wwa-studios.com

WWA Studios have been engaged over 

the summer in managing Phase III of a 

scheme of façade repairs at All Souls 

College in Oxford. The works to the 

Catte Street frontage facing the Radcliffe 

Camera represent the third phase of 

stone repairs undertaken by Heritage 

Stone Access under the direction of 

WWA. Due to a more sheltered setting 

the extent of repairs are less onerous 

than in previous phases but the 

opportunity has been taken to clean 

down the stone and where appropriate 

re-gild some of the decorative bosses. 

Rusting stone cramps have been 

removed and replaced with stainless 

steel variants and cracked and damaged 

stones replaced.

Repair and restoration of heritage 

structures are a feature of the work 

undertaken by our accredited 

conservation architect Philip Waddy 

who has been engaged by All Souls on 

a number of similar projects for over 10 

years. A previous phase of restoration 

works received an Oxford Preservation 

Trust Award for enhancements to the 

public realm.

Women in Social Housing is a 

networking community offering 

encouragement and support for 

woman engaged in the social housing 

sector. WISH aims to create a lasting 

legacy within the UK housing sector, 

challenging gender inequality and the 

gender pay gap and encouraging new 

and existing female talent to remain 

involved in social housing.

Focused on championing positive and 

beneficial outcomes for all women 

regardless of role or experience, WISH 

are a Community Interest Company. 

Kathryn’s role as Co-Chair of the London 

region will involve leadership in the 

fields of diversity, inclusion and equality, 

topics that inspire her. 

Kathryn became a member of WISH 

3 years ago and took an active role 

in many of their events.  She oversaw 

Education and focussed on getting more 

women into the construction industry 

by giving talks at schools as well as 

supporting women changing careers 

and moving into construction.

Kathryn has already run two national 

online events at WISH and is currently 

organising an upcoming free online 

event, open to anyone,  focussing on 

‘Imposter Syndrome’ in January 2023.

 

Full details to be published soon.

K AT HRY N GUNDRY A PPOIN T ED   
CO-CH A IR OF W ISH LONDON

A LL SOUL S COLLEGE FAÇ A DE 
REPA IRS



WHATS HAPPENING 
TO PL ANNING?

Appointed initially to analyse the 

suitability of existing teaching and 

support accommodation at Abingdon 

Prep school, WWA were subsequently 

instructed to develop a design strategy 

to resolve operational challenges at 

the site. Located within a Grade 2 

listed building the school has been 

extensively extended and re-modelled 

over many decades on an ad hoc basis.

Our study identified inadequate space 

to properly deliver key areas of the 

curriculum and a lack of coherence in 

the spatial arrangement of the school 

resulting from years of piecemeal 

development. This is often typical 

of schools and colleges where no 

long-term vision or ‘masterplan’ for 

development has been conceived. 

The focus of our masterplan was not 

about increasing capacity at the school 

but rather ensuring the school has 

the facilities and built form necessary 

to deliver its vision and compete 

effectively in a competitive marketplace.

Having devised a strategy and brief for 

rationalising the campus it was then 

possible to develop in detail the design 

of additional accommodation necessary 

to modernise and deliver the school’s 

long-term vision and to integrate this 

into the existing fabric. 

Given the sensitivities of the heritage 

asset and its semi-rural setting, our town 

planning and conservation team worked 

diligently to secure planning and listed 

building consent for these significant 

alteration and extension works. 

The project included the construction 

of a new music department, CDT and 

IT facilities plus the provision of new 

classrooms to provide a permanent 

replacement for temporary classrooms 

currently in use. 

Three Prime Ministers in the space 

of as many months is a record no 

country should be proud of. The 

former Prime Minister and Levelling Up 

Secretary announced plans to reduce 

barriers to new development including 

potentially scrapping the requirement 

to demonstrate biodiversity net gain 

– only recently introduced – and the 

nutrient neutrality rules. This in addition 

to dropping housing delivery targets 

and the recently announced Investment 

Zones where planning rules were 

intended to be significantly relaxed. 

Now what? How will our newest PM Rishi 

Sunak address the serious concerns of 

the development industry?

  

It’s hard to imagine significant reform 

to the planning system getting through 

Parliament. The August 2020 White 

Paper proposed significant root and 

branch reform to the system but was 

met with howls of protest from every 

quarter and past performance clearly 

demonstrates that in trying to simplify 

planning, successive governments have 

inadvertently made it more complex and 

less predictable. 

Most agree that the current planning 

system is broken and not fit for purpose. 

How can we drive growth in the 

economy when planning departments 

are under resourced, underfunded and 

under stress? Some applications are 

taking weeks - even months - simply to 

get validated and determination periods 

in excess of one year are not uncommon 

in our experience. Furthermore, local 

plan making operates at a snail’s pace 

making most policies and plans out of 

date by the time of adoption. 

If the Government are serious about 

speeding up the planning system, 

Team WWA attended the Oxford 

Property Festival Awards dinner 

recently and scooped the ‘Highly 

Commended’ award as Best Planning 

Advisor 2022. As a key sponsor of UK 

Property Forums in both Oxfordshire 

and West London, WWA sponsored 

the music for the evening with the 

Oxford Pro Musica Singers once 

again entertaining the crowds, most 

poignantly leading a group rendition of 

God Save the King.

OX FORD PROPERT Y FES T I VA L 
AWA RDS

ABINGDON PREP 
SCHOOL COMPLETION
APS now offers the following, a new music department, CDT and IT facilities, 
as well as the provision of new classrooms.

Planning Director If ti Maniar gives his opinion on the state of planning. 
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The construction works were 

undertaken by Feltham Construction of 

Newbury and completed ready for the 

new academic year starting September 

2022.

they should ensure first and foremost 

that local authorities and the Planning 

Inspectorate are properly resourced. 

That alone would take a good deal of 

pressure out of the system whilst longer 

term reforms are debated.
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Featured in our Spring News + Insight, works at Ferry 

Cottage are progressing apace with completion due early 

in the New Year. Recently the site was visited by Caroline 

Gumble, CEO of the Chartered Institute of Building who 

was on a flying visit to Oxford to see some of the more 

exciting local construction projects. This scheme, being built 

by Stuart Barr, involves the renovation of a Grade II listed 

cottage with a significant glazed rear extension on ground 

and basement levels. 

We are delighted to announce that 

we have become Housing LIN’s new 

sponsors of their dedicated Planning 

Homes and Communities for Older 

People webpages, an essential 

knowledge-sharing platform with 

information on preparing planning 

applications for specialist housing for 

older people.

We believe the most successful 

specialist housing is designed, 

conceived, and delivered in a joined-up 

process. Our team of expert architects 

with knowledge and experience in 

specialist housing and our team of Town 

Planners work together to deliver on 

both high-level strategy and technical 

detail in unison.

Jeremy Porteus, CEO at Housing LIN 
says:
“We are delighted to have WWA on 

board. With the government’s Adult 

Social Care Reform White Paper setting 

aside £300m over 3 years to support 

local communities to better plan to 

deliver accommodation that meets the 

health and social care needs of their 

populations, WWA’s support will help 

ensure our dedicated portal continues 

to provide useful information on both 

planning strategically for and more 

technical aspects of specialist housing 

for older people”.

The Housing LIN’s Planning Homes 

and Communities for Older People 

webpages cover national and local 

planning issues relating to the full 

spectrum of specialist housing for 

older people. This ranges from small-

scale extra care housing development 

to retirement. We are delighted to be 

associated with this service.

A thought-provoking day was spent at the Housing21 Annual 

Conference which covered a variety of topics including ‘How 

can we make housing affordable to all?’, ‘No levelling up 

money for social housing and what that means for people, 

policy and diversity’ and ‘the impact digital inequality has 

on older people including financially and socially’. It follows 

our attendance at an ADASS event in Cambridge entitled 

‘Putting People at the Heart of New Development’. Social 

awareness and empathy are important facets of the social 

housing design output of the practice which represents a 

significant proportion of WWA’s workload currently.

HOUSING 
CONFERENCE

CIOB VISIT 
FERRY COT TAGE

W WA CONTINUE TO BE PART OF 
HOUSING LIN’S FAMILY OF SPONSORS
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The UK relies heavily on 

gas for heating, cooking 

and electricity generation 

however, according to the 

Guardian, less than 1% of 

Europe’s stored gas is held 

in the UK, exposing us to 

the supply crunch amid a 

range of global pressures. 

According to national 

statistics, fuel poverty affects 

thousands of people in the 

UK each winter and with the 

rise in prices, this figure is set 

to grow significantly.

Whilst homeowners 

are affected financially, 

developers are now 

experiencing a potential 

10 year ban on new 

Whilst global pressures and 

the cost of energy might 

fluctuate over time, the need 

to preserve energy is here 

to stay. Therefore, careful 

consideration needs to be 

given to development of the

built environment and 

adoption of Passivhaus 

principles. Why not get in

touch for a free initial 

consultation and find out 

how we can assist you? 

To the left is an example 

evaluation of energy 

savings attributed to thermal 

upgrades. These costs can 

be offset against prices for

supply and installation to

assess the viability of 

upgrades. WWA are 

employing such evaluations 

on live projects to help 

review proposals with clients.

In West London boroughs, 

by adopting Passivhaus 

principles and specifying 

high performing components 

and systems, WWA have also 

managed to demonstrate 

that double the ‘maximum’ 

number of residential units 

can be delivered within the 

supply limit imposed.  

WWA have the necessary 

expertise to navigate the 

complexities of energy 

demand in a changing world. 

Within our skilled design 

team we have certified 

Passivhaus Designers and 

a catalogue of past projects 

demonstrating low energy 

fabric first principles. 

development as a result of 

the energy crisis. In London, 

3 boroughs (Hounslow, 

Hillingdon & Ealing) are 

limiting development to a 

maximum of 25 units or 1MVA 

of capacity, as a result of 

insufficient local capacity in 

the local electricity grid. 

Whilst temporary measures 

have been introduced by the 

government to cap energy 

prices for now, it is clear that 

homeowners are no longer 

purely incentivised to reduce 

energy demand to curtail 

global warming - there is 

now a significant financial 

incentive to reduce energy 

usage. 

ENERGY CRISIS,
OUR RESPONSE
Throughout 2022, concerning statistics regarding the cost of living have 
been regularly reported. The increased cost of energy bills are significant 
as a result of numerous global events. This leads us to ask, what can we 
do to help?

E N E R G Y 
C O S T S AV I N G

E N E R G Y 
S AV I N G S A C R O S S 

A L L 12 A P A R T M E N T S
( E X C L U D I N G S U P P LY /

I N S TA L L C O S T S )

L I V E P RO JE C T E X A MP L E 

R E T R O F I T W O R K S IN C L UD IN G UP G R A D IN G 
S IN G L E G L A Z E D W IND O W S T O T R IP L E G L A Z E D UNI T S

£62 3/A

2 1, 996K W H /A

£ 7, 47 9/A

E N E R G Y 
S AV I N G

18 3 3 
K W H /A

U -VA L U E 
I M P R O V E M E N T

4 .7
W/ M 2K

Calculation based upon local weather data and an 
electricty unit cost of 34p/KWh from 1st October 2022

PROUD T O 
SPONSOR 

Managing Director Philip Waddy and project architect Matt 
Jackson explain the design concept at Ferry Cottage to 
Caroline Gumble.



UP + COMING
 » We are delighted to be able to once again host an 

entertaining seasonal evening in December for our 

clients at Exeter College in Oxford with Christmas 

Carols, festive food and drinks.
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@WWA_STUDIOS

CHECK OU T  
OUR W EB SI T E

WWA-STUDIOS.COM

A BOU T
WWA is a an innovative multi-disciplinary practice of 

Architects, Urban Designers and Town Planners with a 

rich pedigree of successful projects delivered over our 137 

year history. We offer outstanding client focussed services 

embracing the natural crossover between built environment 

disciplines and we consistently deliver high quality projects 

on time and on budget. Our team of town planners offer 

added value to clients with an exceptional success rate in 

achieving planning consent.

 

Please contact one of the Directors for a no obligation 

discussion about how we might assist you with your planning 

or development project.

Philip Waddy WWA’s Managing Director recently 
attended the book launch of friend and colleague 
Nigel Moor’s latest book on politics and planning 
entitled ‘England’s Future’. Following on from his 
earlier book ‘The Look and Shape of England ’ 
Nigel’s latest publication explores how politics have 
shaped the way our built environment looks today. 
An essential read for anyone involved in shaping the 
built environment- especially politicians!  

Speaking at the launch, Cotswold MP Sir Geoffrey 
Clifton-Brown outlined the importance of good 
design in planning and recognised the lack of 
resources in local planning departments which is 
slowing economic growth.
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