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RE-FRAMING 
RETIREMENT - HAPPI 
HOUR SEMINAR! 

Read  highlights from our 
recent seminar with ARCO, 
Housing LIN, and Housing 
21, discussing the future 
of integrated retirement 
communities. 
Read more on p.3

K ATHRYN GUNDRY - 
VICE CHAIR ACCESS 
ASSOCIATION

Find out more about 
Kathryn’s mission to ensure 
that people with profound 
and multiple impairments 
can access more of the built 
environment.  
Read more on p.4

PLANNING GRANTED 
FOR THURSTON 
EXTRA CARE SITE 

We are delighted to 
have achieved planning 
permission for a 54-unit 
Extra Care scheme for 
Housing 21 in Suffolk.
Read more on p.7



FERRY COT TAGE 
TAK ING SHAPE

We are excited to see 
construction commence 
on the extension of 
Ferry Cottage, a Grade 
II listed property near 
Oxford. The design places 
accommodation in a semi-
basement with a significant 
light-well featuring terraced 
planting.

Our team designed an 
unashamedly modern 
extension offering a high 
quality, sustainable design 
solution.   

A flameless glass link 
preserves the existing 
cottage whilst the 
extension is dealt with in 
a contemporary fashion 
to avoid confusing the 

history of the house. 
Planning permission and 
listed building consent 
were secured with the 
Conservation Officer 
particularly praising the 
design approach.  

Working with the Barr 
Group, construction is 
scheduled to conclude in 
late 2022. Once completed, 
the extension will provide 
a substantial amount of 
extra space to the existing 
cottage.  

If you have a similar 
property that you would like 
to extend, do get in touch 
and let us help you re-frame 
constraints as opportunities 
to reach a unique solution.

WWA recently took part 
in a fantastic HAPPI hour 
co-hosted with the Housing 
LIN  entitled  ‘Re-framing 
Retirement - Taking a broad 
sector look at Integrated 
Retirement Communities 
(IRCs).’

Integrated Retirement 
Communities (a term 
recently coined by ARCO) 
offer older people the 
opportunity to live 
independently in their own 
home as part of a wider 
community. Lifestyle, well-
being, and care services 
are available to support 
people’s independence and 
aspirations. 

The various speakers 
highlighted different 
aspects of Integrated 
Retirement Communities 
(IRCs).  Michael Voges, Chief 
Executive of ARCO kicked 
off the session by explaining 
how the term “integrated 
retirement community” 
was born through extensive 
customer research.  

Planning Director, Ifti 
Maniar explored the minutia 
of planning categories 
and reiterated the need 
for a new sub-category 
to cover the IRCs whilst 
also providing the latest 
on affordable housing 
contributions for the sector.  

Johnathan Headland, 
Director of Urban Design, 
examined How can IRCs 
be integrated with Wider 
Communities through 
Urban Design.  He used 
practical examples of well 
designed places and how 
designers should look 
beyond the red line.  Ewan 
Green, Associate discussed 
Passivhaus: The Building 
Blocks for Integrated Well 
Being.  Nick Rees from 
Housing 21 elaborated on 
the Operator’s Perspective: 
How does an Integrated 
Lifestyle Approach 
Benefit Residents with 
some thought provoking 
comments on the 
integration of people with 
dementia and BAME groups.  
Simon Maggs, Hampshire 
County Council described 
how can IRCs help bridge 
the gap between health, 
social care and housing 
and provided an emotive 
case study of how IRCs can 
help to improve residents’ 
lives.  Kathryn Gundry, 
Associate closed the session 
highlighting the need 
to design for all and the 
multiple user base of an IRC.

If you missed this fantastic 
event and would like to 
know more, please do get 
in touch and we can share 
a recording and slides with 
you.

Another recent planning 
success for 22 supported 
living apartments 
in Monmouth Road, 
Birmingham. 

We have been working 
closely with our client 
Empowered Homes and 
a team of consultants 
including Grace Machin, 
Thrive, BSP Consulting and 
Crookes Walker Consulting 
to deliver the project and 
efficient collaboration has 
been the key to navigating 
this project through the 
planning system.

The development is a 
contemporary design with 

feature brickwork and metal 
profile cladding to create a 
lively façade. The setback 
upper storey ensures the 
avoidance of overlooking 
and loss of privacy to the 
surrounding neighbouring 
properties. 

The accommodation will 
offer a range of apartment 
sizes to meet the specialist 
needs of the residents and 
there are communal spaces 
integrated at ground floor. 

The construction will start 
later this year and we are 
looking forward to ensuring 
the successful delivery of 
this project on site.

RE-FR A MING  
RE T IREMEN T 
H A PPI  HOUR

GO A HE A D FOR 
22 SUPPORT ED 
L I V ING UNI T S
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Semi-subterranean living in a Grade II listed cottage - our 
‘unashamedly contemporary’ addition starts to take shape



As part of her commitment 
to improving accessibility 
and making buildings 
accessible to all, Kathryn 
is currently training to be a 
qualified Access Consultant 
and was delighted to 
receive the news that 
she has been appointed 
Vice-Chair of the Access 
Association.  

This is a tremendous 
achievement which puts her 
at the heart of campaigning 
and raising awareness for 
improved accessibility.

Kathryn attended the 
Access Association’s spring 
seminar last week on 
‘Inclusive environments: 
Housing’ which started 
with an interesting and 
informative talk from Luke 
Turner, Principal Architect 
- Approved Documents 
M and Q Technical Policy 
Division. 

He argues, a key issue he 
flagged was that Part M 
doesn’t apply to permitted 
development. With the 
expansion of permitted 
development rights, we 
need to ensure additional 
housing stock meets 
the requirements of the 
population with accessible 
provisions. 

He gave a further update 
on Part M consultation: 

“There is continued concern 
that Approved Document 
M may be falling short 
on the needs of all user 
groups, particularly as the 
population changes with 
people living longer, as 
people with profound and 
multiple impairments can 
access more of the built 
environment, and as our 
understanding of disability 
and impairment evolves and 
expands. 

Research is currently 
underway to inform a more 
inclusive, comprehensive 
and robust revised 
Approved Document M 
Volume 2. 

We are currently 
considering responses and 
will publish a government 
response and set out next 
steps in due course.” 

Luke advised we should 
look out for the response 
to the accessible housing 
consultation in coming 
months.

Listen out for more insight 
from Kathryn in this new role 
as she leads WWA Studios 
at the forefront of accessible 
design innovation.

Last week the Unicorn 
School had their 
consultation for The Old 
Gaol, Phoenix College 
project. 

The consultation was 
well attended with a 
generally positive attitude 
to the need for such a 
development.  
The Unicorn Trust is a 
registered charity that 
was established to 
support children aged 
6-16 years with primary 
needs of Dyslexia, 
Dyspraxia, Dyscalculia 
and Speech, Language, 
& Communication needs 
(SLCN). 

The school provides 
a positive, nurturing 
environment in which every 
pupil is helped to build self-
confidence, and develop 

their own personal learning 
style.

Demand for the support the 
school offers its students 
remains significantly above 
what the Marcham Road 
site can accommodate, with 
around 250 pupils applying 
for a place each academic 
year. While around 50 
of these pupils will meet 
the criteria for the school, 
200 do not meet the pupil 
profile of the Unicorn as 
they have additional needs 
that the school cannot 
currently support.

Phase One of the charity’s 
plan is to establish a 
college in Abingdon, for 
young adults from the 
surrounding area aged 
16-19 years. The aim of 
the college will be to help 
students achieve their 

potential, increase their 
ability to live independently, 
and to gain employment.

The proposed Phoenix 
College provides an 
opportunity to provide 
a specialist educational 
facility which is in great 
demand and capable of 
making a huge difference to 
the quality of life of young 
people with autism. The 
proposals are low impact 
to neighbouring amenity 
and would not require any 

significant amendments 
to the listed building. The 
project will be submitted 
to planning later this year 
around May 2022. 
The students who would be 
supported by the college 
would be those for whom 
the mainstream further 
education environment is 
unsuitable for their learning 
needs. West Waddy 
Archadia looks forward 
to working with Unicorn 
School to help develop a 
much-needed facility. 

We are about to start on 
site with the third phase of 
stone façade repairs at All 
Souls College, Oxford.  

The scaffolding is about to 
go up to enable the works 
to commence and this will 
be a fantastic addition to 
our heritage portfolio.  

We can’t wait to see it 
finished and restored to its 
former glory given it is the 
backdrop to the Radcliffe 
Camera building, one of 

the most photographed 
buildings in Oxford! 
 
Our previous phase of 
repairs won and Oxford 
Preservation Trust Award in 
the Conservation category. 

UNICORN SCHOOL ,  A BINGDON  
T HE OLD GAOL CONSULTAT ION

A LL SOUL S COLLEGE S TONE 
FAÇ A DE REPA IRS -  PH ASE II I

V ICE-CHAIR
APPOINTMENT
WWA Studios’ Kathryn Gundry has been Appointed  
Vice-Chair of the Access Association
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I am honoured to be working with the Access 
Association for the next year as Vice-Chair. 
Accessibility is very close to my heart and 
being a part of an organisation who discusses, 
promotes, and champions accessible and inclusive 
environments is very exciting. It is an important 
network providing peer support, sharing 
knowledge, and having an influential voice.

Kathryn Gundry - Design Associate  
WWA Studios

“
 ”



OUR TRIP TO LWC  
SCIENCE CENTRE

The Oxford and London 
teams came together 
recently to visit the 
completed Science Centre 
that we designed for Lord 
Wandsworth College in 
Long Sutton.  

The building, which 
opened earlier this year, 
provides 13 laboratories, 
a conference and faculty 
room and break-out spaces 
for independent study.  
We worked closely with 
Feltham Construction 
during the site stage and 
after two years on site, it 
was great to finally see 
the labs fully furnished 
and equipped.  The three 
individual sciences have 
laboratories designed to 

their own requirements 
providing fume cupboards 
for chemistry experiments 
and black out blinds in the 
physics labs to enable light 
ray experiments to take 
place with ease.  There 
is also a lab dedicated to 
Junior Science.  We were 
looked after by Building 
Manager, Steve White 
who kindly gave us an 
informative tour of the 
building.  Still looking good 
after one term in use, we 
were impressed with the 
spaciousness, clean lines, 
and superb facilities the 
state-of-the-art building 
offers its students.

This project is a great 
addition to our education 

portfolio and we hope to be 
involved in similar projects.

We then ventured further 
south to Kingston upon 
Thames where we took a 
look around the 2021 RIBA 
Stirling Prize Winner; The 
Town House at Kingston 
University which is open 
to the general public.  
Venturing through the 
library and awe-inspiring 
performance space, we 
climbed up to the roof 
terrace taking in the 
far-reaching views of the 
surrounding area.

We came away feeling 
inspired and full of ideas for 
our future projects.
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A  POS T OCCUPA NC Y CPD V ISI T

We are delighted to hear 
that our 54-unit Extra Care 
scheme for Housing 21 in 
Thurston has been granted 
planning permission.

The scheme will provide 
40 apartments and 14 
bungalows built to modern 
standards in line with 
HAPPI guidelines and 
Dementia Guidance to 
accommodate a proportion 
of residents with dementia.  
The development will also 
provide both residents and 
the local community with an 
onsite café/bistro, hair salon 
and communal lounge.

A landscape-led approach 
has been taken following 
a detailed analysis of the 
site and local area by our 
design team and the result 
is a design shaped around 
a series of open courtyard 
gardens providing amenity 
space. The arrangement 

maximises the views 
towards the green spaces 
surrounding the site, whilst 
minimising the impact on 
views towards the site.  

All trees have been 
reclaimed and biodiversity 
on the site will be enhanced 
through increased plantings 
and creation of new 
habitats. The team worked 
closely with Babergh & Mid 
Suffolk District Council, 
Thurston Parish Council and 
Thurston in Need Charity to 
ensure the design met the 
various planning policies 
and requirements of the 
local area.

The granting of planning 
is great news for the local 
community and we look 
forward to working with 
Housing 21 through the 
construction stage to see 
completion of the scheme.

Finally, we have got 
something to talk about, 
following the long hiatus 
after the publication of the 
planning white paper, back 
in the autumn of 2020. 
The draft bill, as published 
the day after the Queens 
Speech is 338 pages long, 
so there will be lots more 
to come following the 
wider analysis of the text 
as it makes its way through 
Parliament. 

There are some very 
interesting points already 
apparent from even a quick 
review. The jockeying 
for position between 
Local Development Plans 
and national policy is an 
interesting change given 
that national policy has 
always trumped local plan 
making but the government 
have gone further by 
expressly stating Local 
Plans must not repeat 
national Policy. This could 
lessen the burden on the 
local plan-making process 
but also crucially allow 
significant policy change to 
be implemented far more 
quickly and without local 
determination. 

A renewed focus on 
localism is a big part of the 
presentation of the draft 
bill and was predicted by 
the national press following 
comments from Gove et 
al prior to the Queen’s 
Speech on Tuesday. Quite 
how Street Votes will work 
in practice is still up for 
grabs, but what is clear 
is a change in tone from 
government who are keen 
to stress they are listening 
to the electorate and want 
to deliver what people 

actually want in their area. 
It is of course a good 
thing we live in a society 
whereby you can have a 
legitimate say on what goes 
on in your patch, but we 
fear these proposals will 
do little to ease an ongoing 
housing crisis. It appears 
the balance between 
individual and national 
interests is a long way from 
being resolved by way of 
measures contained in the 
draft bill text.  

Our final takeaway is on 
renewed burdens on 
both developers (national 
infrastructure levy) and 
local authorities (design 
codes). There is no 
mention of a renewed 
funding mechanism for 
local authority planning 
departments yet a 
requirement to require “all 
local planning authorities to 
have a design code in place 
covering their entire area.”  
No small feat, given existing 
pressures facing planning 
departments. Expect 
widespread adoption of 
the National Model Design 
Code in the first instance.

Other than delivery of 
housing and design, the 
Bill also covers other 
planning areas such as 
environment, the planning 
process, enforcement, and 
protection of heritage. 

There is much more to 
come on the planning 
reform in the coming 
months as the bill is 
debated in the House of 
Commons. Get in touch 
with our experts to discuss 
how the Bill could impact 
your future interests.

PL A NNING FOR 
T HURS TON 
E X T R A C A RE

PL A NNING 
REFORM NE W S
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A BOU T
WWA is a an innovative multi-disciplinary practice 
of Architects, Urban Designers and Town Planners 
with a rich pedigree of successful projects delivered 
over our 137 year history. We offer outstanding client 
focussed services embracing the natural crossover 
between built environment disciplines and we 
consistently deliver high quality projects on time and 
on budget. Our team of town planners offer added 
value to clients with an exceptional success rate in 
achieving planning consent.
 
Please contact one of the Directors for a no 
obligation discussion about how we might assist you 
with your planning or development project.

UP + COMING
 » Kathryn Gundry will be organising 

a summer drinks event for...                                                                                                    
The Women in Social Housing Group 
14th July 2022 - 5.30-7.30pm at a Central London 
venue to be confirmed very soon.  The event will be 
an opportunity for networking and will feature  
inspirational speakers with the aim of inspiring 
young women through role modelling.          
        

 » Oxford Brookes Degree Show - Friday 27 May 
6pm - 9pm.  See website for full details .  We hope 
to see you there where we will be judging students’ 
work for the annual  Excellence in Placemaking and 
Design Award.

S T RENG T HENING OUR 
PA SSI V H AUS T E A M 

We are pleased to say that another of our architects, 
Matt Hinkins has just completed full Passivhaus 
training provided by the BRE.  He will sit an exam 
at the end of the month and if successful will be 
another accredited Passivhaus designer that we can 
add to our team.  Passivhaus design will be playing 
a more predominant role in architecture as we all 
work towards a more sustainable and eco-friendly 
future and we are pleased that we will be able to 
offer this service.
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